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GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

c ■ 



RESOLVED, 

THAT the Treafurer be defired to bring down and 
flate the Account of the Charity to the pre lent 
Day, and print copies of it, with the Charter, A& 
of Parliament, Bye-Laws and Regulations, for the 
genera.1 Committee. 



Wednefdaj, January 13, 1796. 



[Ettraft from tbt Minutes.) 

T. Merryweather, Sec, 
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OF T H B 



FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 

* 

In the courfe of an arrangement of the by- 
laws and regulations of the Foundling Hof- 
pital, and of the previous reference to the 
minutes of the general Courts and Committees 
from the commencement of the Charity, the 
following detail has prefented itfelf of the 
principal occurrences relating to the eftablifh- 
ment; a detail, confiding originally of a few 
feparate minutes, but afterwards, in its pro- 
grefs, appearing an ufeful, if not a neceffary 
comment, explanatory of the circumftances 
under which thofe laws and regulations were 
originally made ; and promifing confiderable 
afliftance to the labours of thofe, who devote 

A a 
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2 Account of tht Foundling Hojpltal 

a portion of their time and attention to the 
conduct of the charity. It has in confequence 
been formed into a narrative, or (if it may 
merit the name) hiftory of the rife and pro- 
grefs of the Foundling Hofpitah 

The Englifh nation poflefles fo diftinguiflied 
a pre-eminence in every act of benevolence, 
that it appears fcarcely credible ih^t there 
fliould have been a period, when hofpitals, for 
the prefervation of expofed and defertcd in- 
fants, had been opened at Paris, Madrid, Lif- 
bon, Rome, Venice and Amfterdam, and no 
charity of that kind exifting in England. In 
the reign of Queen Anne a fcheme of this na- 
ture had been projected, but for want of ex- 
ertion it had not fucceeded. In confequence 
however of the fubjedl having been agitated, 
fome perfons had by their wills given con- 
fiderable legacies for the benefit of a Found- 
ling Hofpital, whenever it fhould be eftablifhed. 

In 1713, Mr. Addifon, in one of his pe- 
riodical * efifays, directed the public attention 
again to the fubject. " I will mention" (fays 
he) " a piece of charity which has not yet 

t - - 

* See No. 105 of the Guardian. 

" been 
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u been exerted among us and which deferves 
Cf our attention the more, becaufe it is prao 
€t tifed by mod of the nations about us. I 
<c mean a provifion for foundlings, or for 

* thofe children who, through want of fuch 
" a provifion, are expofed to the barbarity ef 
ct cruel and unnatural parents. One docs not 
fc know how to fpeak on fuch a fubjeft with- 

* out horror ; but what multitudes of infants 
tc have been made away with bythofe who brought 
fc them into the world, and were afterwards 
H afhamed or unable to. provide for them! 

tf There is fcarce an affizes where fome un- 
u ^ a PPy wr <*ch is not executed for the murder 
<f of a child. And how many more of thofe 
" monfters of inhumanity may wc fuppofe to 
u be wholly undifcovered, of cleared for want 
M of legal evidence ? Not to mention thofe, 
u who by unnatural practices do in fome mea- 

* fure defeat the intentions of providence, and 
H deftroy their conceptions even before they 
,e fee the light. In all thefe the guilt is equal, 
w though the puniftiment is not fo. But, to 
%t pafs by the greatnefs of the crime (which 
,c is not to be exprefied by words) if we only 
" confider how it robs the commonwealth of 
*' its full number of citizens, it certainly de- 

A 2 ferves 
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" fcrvcs the utmoft application and wifdom of 
u a people to prevent it. 

« It is certain, that which generally betrays 
" thefe profligate women into it, and over- 
" comes the tendernefs which is natural to 
" them on other occafions, is the fear of fhame, 
" or their inability to fupport thofe whom 
" they give life to, I fhall therefore fhew how 
u this evil is prevented in other countries, as I 
" have learnt from thofe who have been conver- 
« fant in the feveral great cities in Europe." — 
He then proceeds to explain the manner, in 
which fimilar charities in Europe had been 
conducted i an account which is omitted here, 
as the fubjedl will be referred to in a fubfequent 
part of this detail. 

It was near ten years after, that Mr. Thomas 
Coram, a mafter of a trading veffel to the 
American colonies, a man Angularly endowed 
with active and difmterefted benevolence, un- 
dertook and, after a labour of 1 7 years, fuc- 
ceeded in the eftablifhment of the Foundling 
Hofpital. Before he prefented his petition to 
the King, he was adviied to procure a recom- 
mendation of the defign; and he fucceeded 

in 
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•obtaining a * memorial figned by fomc La- 
dies of rank, and another by feveral Noble- 
men 

# The following is a Copy of it. 

« Whereas among the many excellent defigns and 
" inftitutions of Charity, which this nation, and 
*« efpecially the city of London^ has hitherto en- 
" couraged and eftablifhed, no expedient has yet been 
«« found out, for preventing the frequent murders of 
<{ poor miferable infants at their birth ; or for fup- 
« preffing the inhuman cuftom of expoiing new born 
" infants to perifh in the Streets ; or the putting out 
" fuch unhappy Foundlings to wicked and barbarous 
<l nurfes, who undertaking to bring them up for a 
«« fmall and trifling fum of money, do often fuffer 
« them to (tarve for want of due fuftenance or care ; 
" or, if permitted to live, either turn them into the 
« Stiects to beg or ileal, or hire them out to loofe 
« perfons, by whom they are trained up in that in* 
•« famous way of living ; and fometimes are blinded, 
*' or maimed and diftorted in their limbs, in order to 
** move pity and companion, and thereby become fit- 
«« ter inftruments of gain to thofe vile mercilefs 
•* wretches. 

«« For a beginning to redrefs fo deplorable a grie- 
iC vance, and to prevent as well the eftufion of fo much 
*' innocent blood, as the fatal confequences of that 
" idlenefs, beggary, or dealing, in which fuch poor 

Foundlings are generally bred up; and to enable 
" them, by an early and effec~tual care of their edu- 
" cation, to become ufeful members of the common- 
** wealth, Wc whofe names are under written, be- 

" ing 
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men and Gentlemen; both of which were an- 
nexed to his petition to the King $ who on the 

17 th 

« ing deeply touched with companion for the fuf- 
f< ferings and lamentable condition of fuch poor 
" abandoned helplefs infants, as well as the enormous 
64 abufes and mifchiefs to which they are expo fed, 
" and in order to fupply the government plentifully 
46 with ufeful hands on many occaftons ; and for the 
44 better producing good and faithful fervants from 
48 amongft the poor and miferable caft-off children 
** or Foundlings, now a pert to the public, and a 
" chargeable nuifance within the bills of mortality; 
«« and for fettling a yearly income for their mainte- 
«« nance and proper education, till they come to a 
*' fit age for fervice; are defirom to encourage, and 
«« willing to contribute towards erecting an Hofpital 
«« for infants, whom their parents are not able to main- 
" tain, and who have no right to any parifh ; which 
M we conceive will not only prevent many horrid 
" murders, cruelties and other mifchiefs, and be 
*« greatly beneficial to the publick; but will alfo be 
M acceptable to God Almighty, as being the only re- 
** medy of fuch great evils, which have been fo long 
*« neglected, tho' always complained of; provided 
«< due and proper care be taken for fetting on foot fo 
1* neceffary an cftabliihment, and a Royal Charter be 
«« granted by the King to fuch perfons, as his Ma- 
«* jefty (hall approve of, who fhall be willing to be- 
** come benefactors for the erecting and endowing 
" fuch an Hofpital, and for the receiving the volun- 
<« tary contributions of charitable and well difpofed 

** perfons 
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17th day of Odlobcr 1739, granted his Charter 
to the Governors and Guardians of the Foundr 
ling Hofpital; conftituting them a corporate 
body; authorizing the purchafe of real eftates 
not exceeding £.4000 a year j and appointing 
Courts, (at which the prefence of 13 Gover- 
nors at leaft Ihould be required) for the ele&ion 
of Committees, a Prefident, and other Officers, 
and for the general afts of the Corporation. 

It may be neceffary to mew how far the 
Foundling Hofpital differs from all foreign cha- 
rities 

" perfons, and for dire&ing and managing the affairs 
" thereof gratis, to the beft advantage; under fuph 
44 regulations as his Majefty in his great wifdom 
" (hall judge mod proper for attaining the defired 
* effea of our good ^cations." 

Charlotte Somerfet. F. Wa. and Nottingham. 

$. Richmond. E, Cardigan, 

H. Bolton. Dotothy Burlington. 

Anno Bolton. F. Litchfield. 

J. Leeds. A. Albemarle. 

A. Bedford. F. Biran. 
M. Cavendijb Portland. A. Trevor. 

J. ManchtJIer. A. TorringtoM. 

F. Hartford. E. Onflow. 

M. Harold. A. King. 
^ S. Huntingdon. 
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for foundlings;, and to explain why a limited 
eftablifhment of this kind is proper in England 
although the fyftem of general reception is ren- 
dered unneceffary, by the inftitution of our poor 
laws. — The exiftence of fuch a code, and the 
eftablifhment of a permanent and certain pro- 
vifion for the aged and indigent, not of occafi- 
onal bounty but of uncontrovertible right, and 
the anxious care which has watched, though 
not with equal fuccefs, over every abufe or 
neglect in the execution of them, may be 
placed in competition with the grcateft of 
our national atchievements. To thofe how- 
ever who have paid much attention to the ex- 
ecution of thofe laws, it mud have occurred 
that there are fome cafes in which, from the 
neceffary imperfection of all human eftablifti- 
ments, the remedy is rendered very inadequate : 
fuch as, among others, in the inftance of thofe 
unhappy females, who by broken faith, by un- 
principled feduction, or by fome unfortunate 
circumftance, arc placed in a fituation, where 
indigence and excefs of bodily pain are aggravated 
by the profpect of hopelefs contumely and ir- 
retrievable difgrace; and who have fometimes 
been driven to a crime, which no mother could 

ever 
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ever have imagined, who was not firft reduced 
to the extreme of agony and defpair. 

Thefe are the cafes, for which the benefit of 
this Charity was peculiarly intended ; and in 
fuch a city as London there always will be fome 
inftances, in which the exiftence of the child, 
and the future welfare and good conduct of the 
mother, can only be fecured by fuch an efta- 
blifhment, as that of the Foundling Hofpital. 
There are others, in which the fingle object is 
the prefervation of the child ; fuch as that of 
a poor wife or widow dying in child-bed, or 
foon after ; leaving the prefervation of her in- 
fant, to depend upon the care of a parifli work- 
houfe. 

The fele&ion of thefe cafes, with a compe- 
tent attention to circumftances, has been deemed 
one of the mod important duties of the acting 
Guardians of the Charity. In this refpect the 
Foundling differs from all other Hofpitals, 
where the Law has not appointed any peculiar 
provifion for the poor. Theirs are neceflarily 
open and univerfal : ours, except during a fliort 
period, when the fyftem was totally and very 
improperly changed, extended only to thofe 

cafes, 

« 



Digitized by 



I o Account of the Foundling llojpital. 

cafes, where the poor laws do not afford com- 
petent relief, — 

* 

The firfl: general Court of the new Corpora- 
tion was held at Somerfet-houfe, on the 20th 
of November 17393 the chairman being the 
Duke of Bedford, who, for a period of above 30 
years, continued to be Prefident of the Hofpi- 
tal, until his death in 1 77 1 . At this Court the 
Corporation proceeded to the ele&iQn of a 
Committee of fifty Governors (including the 
Prefident, Vice-prefidents and Treafurcr) to 
manage the eftate and effects of the Hofpi- 
tal for the enfuing yean 

The Governors immediately inftituted an 
enquiry refpe&ing legacies and benefactions; 
and opened books for fubferiptions and annual 
payments, affording by their own donations a 
liberal example to others. Accounts of the 
inftitutions and regulations of fimiiar * Charities 
abroad were immediately applied for, and ob- 
tained ; and a regular fyftem was prepared 

fqr 

* The account obtained fome years after, in 1750, 
by Mr. Whatley, of the Hofpital at Paris, is inferted 
in the Supplement, No. 1. 
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for the arrangement and government of the 
Hofpitel. 

■ 

In the general Court, held immediately after 
Chriftmas-day 1 7 39, a propofal was made for 
taking a 21 years leafe of Montagu-houfe, for 
the ufe of the Charity: but fome difficulties, 
arifing from the nature of the Duke's eflate in it, 
Ranelagh-houfe, Strafford- houfe, Eflex-houfe and 
feveral other fuuations were fuccefiively in con- 
templation. In the mean time the Governors 
had engaged fome tenements in Hatton Garden 
for the temporary accommodation of the Cha- 
rity ; and the admiflion of Children to the 
benefit of the inftitution commenced on the 
25 th of March 1741, 

To increafe and perpetuate the funds of the 
Charity was, at a very early period, the object 
of very ftrenuous exertions, of the mod active 
Governors and Benefactors ; among which we 
may diftinguifti the names of Mr. Coram, Mr. 
Martin Folkes, Mr. Taylor White and Mr. 
Hume * Campbell. A Plan, not perfectly 

free 

♦ The fecond brother of the late Earl of March - 
oiont.— It is a Angularly favourable circumftancc to 

the 
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free from interefted motives, was at that time 
preferred to the Corporation ; by which it was 
propofed to enrich the Hofpital with perpetual 
and ample revenues, to add a fund of £.30,000 
for the purpofes of building, and to give the 
Charity the indefeafible polTefllon of a noble 
eftate; for all which benefits the projector 
afked only a participation of profits 5 which, 
though not exceeding 3 per cent, was to have 
produced a very fufficient reward for his ipe- 
culations. The Committee enquired into the 
nature of the firft of his five propofed refources. 
This proved to be a tax to be im poled by Par- 
liament on all coals exported from Great- 
Britain j a tax which the Corporation not hav- 
ing any pretence for afking , or probability of 
obtaining, he received thanks and praife; and 
there the dream of wealth ended. 

In the enfuing fefTion the Governors applied 
for and obtained an Ad of Parliament confirm- 
ing 

the Charity that that care, which foftered the in- 
fant Eitablifhment in 1743, fliould, after an unin- 
terrupted period of 52 years, be now continued by his 
elder Brother's Widow, Lady Marchmont ; who is at 
prefent fo kind as to a&, as an Infpe&refs of the 
Foundling Children, in the neighbourhood of Heme! 
Hempftead. 
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ing their Charter with the addition of forne 
further powers, and the exemption of the Hof- 
pital from parochial jurifdi&ion and interfe- 
rence. A fpecial Committee was appointed to 
prepare by-laws, and the general Committee 
was directed to confider of a plan for the fur- 
ther execution of the charity, and of the purchafe 
of land as an inveftment of part of the money 
of the Corporation. Circular letters were in 
the mean time diftributed about the kingdom, 
foliciting information with regard to the ma- 
nagement of the Hofpital , and particularly 
where nurfes might be procured, and children 
weir taken care of, at the mod reafonable prices. 

The fecuring of an healthy and convenient 
fcite to the Hofpital, was a fubjedr, to which 
the Governors had paid an early attention. In 
October 1740 the Committee had been autho- 
rized, to purchafe of the Earl of Sali/bury, 
the two fields on the northern fide of Great 
Ormond-ftreet ; the fituation appearing to be 
extremely eligible for the Charity. His Lord- 
Ihip declined treating, unlefs all his land there, 
extending to Gray's- Inn -JLane, was included in 
the purchafe; and named as o price for the 
whole, what his agent ftated to have been al- 
ready 
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ready offered, the Turn of £.7000. Difficulties 
however arifing, on the part of the Hofpiul, 
with refpeft to the amount of the fum, the Earl 
very liberally obviated them, by a donation of 
£.500 towards the purchafej reducing it there- 
by to £.6500. The general Court immedi- 
ately accepted the offer, arid gave orders for a 
completion of the contract. 

In May 1741, the general Committee ap- 
pointed a fpecial Committee of accounts, tf to 
<f fee that the accounts, of the receipts and 
M payments for the Hofpital, be kept agreeable 
" to the plan approved of at the laft general 
" Meeting ; to examine the Secretary's, Stew- 
" ard's, and Infpeclor's Accounts, and the fe- 
" veral bills delivered to the Corporation j and 
" to lay the fame from time to time before the 
" Committee, in order to their being allowed 
" and paid." The propriety of this appoint- 
ment requires no comment : It has very lately 
been renewed, after many years difcontinuance, 
occafioned probably by the difficulty of getting 
gentlemen to attend. The fame caufe apply* 
ing, in fome degree, to the general Cotnmittee, 
an order was made at this time, for fummon- 
ing it, for alternate wednefdays only. Some 

arrangement 
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arrangement of this * nature, to fecure a regular 
and full attendance, might, with the aid and 
co-operation of the fub- committees, prove a 
confiderabie benefit and convenience to the 
charity. 

It being at firft thought impracticable to pro- 
cure a fufficient number of healthy wet-nurfes, 
an endeavour was made to bring up fome of the 
children by hand $ but experience being very 
ftrong againft this practice, and as decifive in 
favor of the infants being nurfed in the coun- 
trv, the Committee came to a refolution to fend 
all the children, which fliould be taken in, as 
foon as poflible, into the country, to remain 
there until three vears old ; and as to infants, 
to be nurfed by wet-nurfes only. 

The land purchafed of Lord Salifbury ap- 
peared fo defirable a fituation for the Hofpi- 

tal, 

* 

* Perhaps a reference to the firft wednefday in 
the month, for aFl the general bufinefs, except the 
petitions for the admiflion of children (thofe being 
to be decided upon only on the third wednefday, 
the cafes being previoufly enquired into under the 
direction of the fub committee) would be a fuccefb- 
ful mode of procuring a full attendance on thofe 
two days : no genera) Committee being, rn that cafe, 
to be held on any other wednefday, without a fpecial 
fummons. 
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tal, and benefactions for the intended building 
flowed in with fo liberal a current, that the 
Corporation very fpeedily took^ into confidera- 
tion the erection of an Hofpital on their new 
eftate ; and on the 1 6th day of September 
1742, the foundation (lone of the weftern wing 
was laid, and building begun, upon a defign 
prepared by Mr. Jacobfen, one of the Gover- 
nors and benefactors to the charity ; the efti- 
mate of it amounting to £.6555 17J. id. A 
building Committee was at the fame time ap- 
pointed forthe purpofeof conducting the building. 

In the enfuing fpring, was the firfl: anni- 
verfary dinner of the Governors ; a meeting 
that has fince continued with much benefit to 
the Charity. — The plenty, that diftinguifaed the 
annual feaft, could hardly exceed that of the 
table of diet for the Hofpital, which, by the over 
kindnefs and Englifh feelings of the general 
Committee, had then been eftablifhed, and which 
continued for fame years. It is copied in a * note. 

The 

# General Committee, 11 March 1740. 
Re/olvtd % 

That the diet to be ufed in this Hofpital (hall be as 
follows : Upon Sundays, road beef j Mondays, dewed 

beef 
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prcfent weekly allowance of animal food in the 
Hofpital, which has by experience been found 
fufficient, is not much more than one fourth of 
what was then ordered, 

* • 

The weftern wing of the new Hofpital was 
finifhed, and the houfes in Hatton-Garden 
given up, in October 1745. In March 1746, 
a fubfcription was opened, for the building of 
the chapel ; and, the next year, the general 
Committee was authorized to contract: for the 
immediate erecYion of it; upon a plan prefented 
by Mr. Jacobfen > the eftimate of which was 
* £ 4195 17*. \d. And in 1749 (at the in- 
ftance ot Mr. Emerfon, one of the Governors 

beef with turnips and carrots ; Tuefdays, roaft mut- 
ton ; Wednefdays, boiled beef with greens or roots 5 
Thurfdays, ftewed beef with turnips and carrots 5 
Fridays, roaft mutton, and Saturdays boiled beef 
with greens or roots, or pork with peafe pudding 
in winter, and fhoulders of veal in fummer : And 
that the proportion of the faid diet be at prefent re- 
gulated at a pound for each head a day one with an* 
other. 

* It coft in the whole 6490 £. being lefs than the 
amount of the fubfcriptions received towards it. 

B who 
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who afterwards bequeathed to the Hofpital 
the refidue of his eftates, amounting to up- 
wards of j£.n,ooo) the general Committee, in 
order that the girls might be kept feparate 
from the boys, was authorized to proceed to 
the building of the eaftern wing ; which, to- 
gether with the treafurer's houfe, appears to 
have been ready for habitation in 1752. 



The whole of the building, originally cal- 
culated to hold 400 children, was intended to 
be plain and devoid of decoration ; but the 
talents and public fpirit of feveral artifts bene- 
volently varied the intention; and^ many or- 
naments were prefented by them to the Cha- 
rity. To Mr. Hogarth, who was an active 
Governor and an early benefactor, the Hofpi- 
tal is indebted for three pictures ; one his march 
to Finchley, which, in the opinion of fome 
judges, (lands firft in the catalogue of his works 5 
and another, the portrait of our excellent 
founder Mr, Coram; an excellent and well 
painted picture. A lift and defcription of 
thefe donations, taken from the priginal printed 



account 
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account of the Hofpital i* inferted in a 
* note. 

B 2 The 

* In the court room were placed four capital pic- 
tures ; the fubjects being parts of the facred hiftory, 
fuitable to the place for which they were designed. 

The firft painted by Mr. Haymax, and taken from 
the 2d chapter of Ex$dus ver. 8, 9. the words of 
which are, « The maid went and called the child's 
" mother, and Pharoah's daughter faid unto her, take 
" this child away and nurfc it for me, and I will 
" give you wages." 

The enfuing verfe is the fubje& of the next picture, 
viz: " And the child grew and fhe brought him to 
" Pharoah's daughter, and he became her fon, and (he 
•« called his name Mofes" This picture is painted 
by Mr. Hogarth. 

The third piclure is the hiftory of IJbmatU painted 
by Mr. Higbmore. The fubjea taken from the aift 
chapter of Genefis ver. 17. " And the angel of the 
«« Lord called to Hagar out of heaven, and faid to 
" her, what aileth thee Hagar ? Fear not, for God 
*« hath heard the voice of the lad where he is !" 

The fourth picture was painted by Mr. Willes^ 
its fubje& taken from the 18th chapter of Luke* 
ver. 16. " Jefus faid, fuffer little children to come 
•« unto me, and forbid them not ; for of fuch is 
*< the kingdom of God." On each fide of thefe 
pictures are placed fmaller pictures in circular frames, 
reprefcniing the moft confiderable hofpitals in and a- 
bcut London. 

1. The 
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The Charity is not under lefs obligation to 
the benevolence of Mr. t{andel; who upon, 

. the 



1. The view of the hofpit2l for exp-fed children. J 

2. The view of the hofpital at H\de-park Corner, 
called St. George's hofpital. Thefe two by Mr. Wi/jon. 

3. The view of Chelfea hofpital. » 

4. The view of Betblem hofpital. Thefe two by 
\U. Haytley. 

5. The view of St. 7bomas'$ hofpital. 
0. The view of Greenwich hofpital. 

7. The view of the Blue- Coat hofpital. Thefe 
three by Mr. Whak. 

8. The view of Sutton's hofpital, called the Char- 
ter- Houfe. By Mr. Gain/borough. 

Over the chimney is placed a very curious bafs- 
relief, .carved by Mr. Ryfbrqck, and prefented by him, 
reprefenting children employed in navigation and huf- 
bandry ; being the employments, to which the children, 
pf this hofpital are deftined. 

The other ornaments of the room were alfo given 
by feveral ingenious workmen, who had been em- 
ployed in building the hofpital, and were defirous 
to contribute to its embelliflament. 

The flucco work was given by Mr. William Wilton. 
The marble chimney by Mr. Deval. The table with 
its frame enriched with carving, by ^r, John Sander- 
jon\ and the glafs by Mr. Hallet. 

In the ojther rooms of the hofpital are the fol- 
lowing pictures. His molt facred Majefty King 
Ueorge the Second, Patron of this Hofpital^ by Mr. 
Sha&lefon, painter to his Majefty. The right ho- 
norable 
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the building of the Chapel gave the Hofpital 
the benefit of his oratorio of the Median, and 
conducted the performance himfelf; This 
he repeated for feveral years* with an ad- 
vantage to the funds of the Charity, amounting, 
in the whole, to upwards of £.6000; and at 
his death, in 1759, bequeathed his property in 
the mufic of that oratorio to the Hofpital. 

In March 1751, Mr. Coram, the benevolent 
founder of the Hofpital, died, in the 84th year 
of his age. In confequence of a wiQi, exprefTed 
in his life-time, he was interred under the 
Chapel, in the midft of that Charity which he 
had founded; a monument more noble and 
dignified than ever wealth or pride obtained. 
His funeral was attended with every honour- 
able 

norable the Earl of Dartmouth, one of the vice-pre- 
fidents of this hofpital, by Reynolds. Taylor White Efq; 
treafurer of this hofpital, in crayons, by Mr. Coates. 
Mr. Ihomas Coram, and the march of the guards to 
Finchley, by Mr. Hogarth ; Mr. M'dner and Mr. Jacob- 
fen y by Mr. Hudfon ; Dr. Mead, by Mr. Ramfay ; 
Mr. Emerfon by Mr. Highmore ; Francis Fauquier Efq; 
lieutenant governor of Virginia, by Mr. Wilfon. A 
large fea piece by Mr. Brooking ; and a fine landfcape 

by Mr. Lambert. 

» • « 
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able refpedc by the Governors of the Hofpitatj 
preceded by the children and their nurfes; and 
and the choir fervice was performed by 
gentlemen of St. Paul's and Weftminfter Ab- 
bey. His [life had been fo totally devoid of 
felf intereft, that he left behind him property 
hardly fuflicient to have difcharged the ex- 
pences of his funeral. The Foundling Hofpital 
had not been the only object of his exertions : 
He was an active contributor to the eftablifh- 
ment of the new colonies of Georgia and 
Nova Scotia ; and made fome progrefs in the 
foundation of a fchool for the education of 
Indian girls. An * infcription to his memory 

was 

• The following is a copy of it. 

CAPTAIN THOMAS CORAM, 
whofe name will never want a monument, 
fo long as this Hofpital ihall fubfilt, 
was born in the year 1683 ; 
a man eminent in that moft eminent virtue, 
the love of mankind : 
little attentive to his private fortune, 
and Teiufing many opportunities of increafing it, 
his time and thoughts were continually employed 
in endeavours to promote the public happinefs, 

both in this kingdom, and elfewhere; 
particularly in the colonies of North America ; 
and his endeavours were many times crowned 
with the defired fuccefs. 

His 
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Was placed in the centre of the fouthern arcade 
of the Chapel ; which, having been originally 
Jn wood, and decayed by time, has been very 
recently replaced in (lone. 

The number of children received into the 
Hofpital, before the end of the year 1752 was 
10405 of which 559 were then maintained by 
the Hofpital, at an expence, as is ftated in the 

minutes 

• 

His unwearied folicitation for above feventeen years together, 
(which would have baffled the patience and induftry 
of any man Ids zealous in doing good) 
and his application to perfons of difHu£ion of both fexes, 
obtained at length the Charter of the Corporation, 
(bearing date the 17th of Oftober 1739) 
for the maintenance and education 
of Expofed and Deferted Yoong Children, 
by which many thoufand of lives 
may be prefe/ ved to the public and employed in a frugal 
and honeft courfe of induftry 5 
He died the 29th of March 1 75 1, in the 84th year of his age ; 
poor in worldly eilate, rich in good works ; 
and was buried at his own defire, ki the vault underneath this chapel 
(the firft there depofited) at the eaft end thereof ; 
many of the governors and other gentlemen attending the funeral 
to do honour to his memory. 

READER, 

Thy a&ions will (hew whether thou art fincere, 
in the praifes thou mayft beftow on him ; 
and if thou haft virtue enough to commend his virtues, 
forget not to add alfo the imitation of them. 
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minutes of the general Court of 27th June 1 75 j # 
of upwards of £ .5000 a year; to which the 
permanent income of the Hofpital, which did 
not then exceed* ^1050 a year, bore no pro- 
portion. A reduction was therefore propofed 
in the number of children : This however does 
not appear to have taken place, as in the year 
1754, we find that there were 600 f children . 
then on the eftablifliment. The zeal of the 
acting Guardians of the Hofpital, and their 
defire of making it at that early period exten- 
fively ufeful, feems to have carried them rather 
too far ; and to have induced them, by prema- 
ture exertions, to rifque imprudently the per- 
manent welfare of the inftitution. Mere 
Grangers however cannot be fully aware of 
the powerful inducements, which they had to 
extend as far as poflible the benefits of the 

Charity; 

• See a general ftatement of the receipts and pay- 
ments of the charity to the end of the year 1752, 
No. 2, in the fupplement. 

f The morning and evening prayers, prepared by 
a clergyman, for the ufe of the children, and the 
inftru&ions drawn up by Mr. Whatley at this time, 
to be given to children, on their being apprenticed, 
are thought deftrving of a place in the fupplement, 
See No. 3. 
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Charity ; as the value and confequence of thofe 
benefits can only be corre&ly appreciated by 
thofe, who have penally affifted in the ex- 
' ecution of the Charity. 

In March 1756 the Governors prefcnted a 
petition to the Houfe of Commons, ftating the 
{ incorporation and parliamentary confirmation 

of the Charity ; and the manner in which the 
petitioners had proceeded in execution of the 
truft repofed in them; that they had educated 
4 the children, under their care with the utmoft 

, frugality; and in fuch a manner as that they 
might become ufeful fervants of the public : 
that they had expended great fums of money ; 
and at the fame time, from the infutflciency cf 
their income, had been compelled, to their 
great concern and to the detriment of the pub- 
lic, to reject many proper objecls of the 
Charity : that from the different accounts re- 
ceived from foreign countries, where chari- 
ties of the like kind are eilablifhed, it appear- 
ed that the experxes of thofe eftablifhments 
could not be maintained merely by private da- 
nations; and that they have therefore cenftantly 
had the aid of the public, Upon thefe grounds 
they prayed the houfe, to take fuch jneafures 

for 
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for the extenfion and fupport of the Charity, ai 
fhould be deemed wife and proper. 

* 

The Houfe of Commons * voted the petiti- 
oners the Aim of >£.io,oooj accompanied with 
a condition for the reception of all children] 
that mould be offered under a certain age; an 
age which the Corporation firft fixed at two, 
then at fix, and afterwards at twelve months. 
The gates of the Charity were immediately 
thrown open for all children not exceeding the 
then propofed age of two months j and on the 
2d of June 1756, the firft day of general re- 
ception, 

* The following were the previous refolutions of 
the Houfe of Commons \ 6 April 1756. 

•* That the enabling the Hofpital for the main- 
** tenance and education of expofed and deferted 
" young children to receive all the children that 
u fhall be offered, is the only method to render 
" that charitable inftitution of lafting and general 
« utility. 

" That to render the faid Hofpital of lading and 
" general utility the a Alliance of Parliament is ne- 
** ceffary. 

" That to render the faid Hofpital of general 
M utility and effect, it fhould be enabled to appoint 
44 proper places in all counties, ridings or divifions 
• c of this kingdom, for the reception of all expofed 
11 and defertcd young children/' 
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ception, 117 children were received. From 
that time to the 31ft of December 1757, five 
thoufand five hundred and ten children were 
admitted into the Hofpital. 

The Charity obtained the fplendid name of a 
national eflablifhment. The King had declared 
himfelf its patron. Large fums of money were 
annually granted to the Corporation j and the 
number of children* of an infantine and helplefs 
age, fupported by the Hofpital, was, in 1760* 
incrcafed to above 6000 ; a number, which, 
at the rate of ^.7 iox. each, required an income 
of above ^45,000 a year to maintain ; and 
which mud have been foon trebled by the con- 
tinuance of the fyftem of general reception. 

The magnitude of our buildings bore no 
proportion to the increafe of our fyftem. The 
Corporation directed by Parliament, extended 
its views to diftant counties; and country 
Hofpitals were eftablifhed, in the enfuing year 
at Ackworth in Yorkftnre j in 1758 in Kent, 
Shropfliire and Buckinghamlhire; and after- 
wards in Chelhire and at Barnctj with large 
rolls of county Governors, and counry Com- 
mittees, for the management of thefe nu- 
merous fubordinate eftablilh meats. 
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A Charity fo boundlefs and undiflinguifhing^ 
and fo unnecefiarily varied from its oiiginai 
inftitution, could not but be attended with ill 
confluences. The fcite of the Hofpkal was 
in many inftances converted into a burying 
ground and parental care, though perhaps it 
would not have defetted an healthy or hopeful 
child, carried the difenfed and expiring infant, 
in lbme inftances almoft ftripped of its cloath- 
ing, to take the chance of a change of air and 
fituation, and of the efforts of medical (kill 
and care: and, failing thofc, to receive the 
certainty of a decent interment. So far extend- 
ed was this practice, a practice that has done 
infinite prejudice to the character of the Hof- 
pital, that I have been informed by a late re- 
spectable and active Governor, that there were 
many inftances in which the child received at 
the gate, did not live to be carried to the wards 
of the Hofpital. 

There was another fpecies of abufe-rParifh 
officers, in fome inftances by fraud, and in 
others by force, had fent in the children of 
poor parifhioners, fome from a great diftance, 
in order to fecure the parifh againft the rifle 
of future charges.— The children were imme- 
diately 
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cliately returned to their parents; and the cri- 
minals, for they deferved no better name, pro- 
fecuted to conviction and punifhment, at the 
expence of the Charity. 

By the prefent practice of the * Hofpital, 
fomething more than the mere neceffity of the 

mother 

* Some (hort account may probably be wiflied of 
the prefent management of the children. — Preparatory 
lc the infant's reception, the appropriate day for which 
is Saturday, a wet nurfe, if necefiary, is lent for from 
the country. She receives the child, and, after it has 
been chriftened at chapel the next day, fhe convevs 
it home, where it remains with her, under the care 
iof the infpe&refs or infpe&or of the diftrict, till 4 
or 5 years old ; at this age they are generally re- 
turned to the Hofpital, and inoculated. They then 
go into the fchools, arc employed, and educated in 
ftri£t obfervance of religious duties and of early and 
regular hours. The boys and girls are kept entire- 
ly feparate ; the girls under their miftrtfles ; by 
whom, as foon as their little hands are capable, they 
are taught to knit, and afterwards needlework and 
reading ; the elder girls are inftru£ted in houfehold 
work, being employed to afllft as fervants in and a- 
bout the eaftern wing of the Hofpital. The boys 
are taught reading, writing, and accounts ; they work 
in the garden, and affift as fervants in their own (the 
weftern) wing, and in cleaning the court yard and 
phapel. At 12 or 13 the boys are put out appren- 
tices ; 
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mother and * defertion of the father is. requi- 
fite. The previous good character of the 
mother is enquired into, and this important 
circumftance is afcertained, that the reception 
of the child, together with the fecrecy obferved 
as to the fituation and misfortune of the mo- 
ther, will be attended by the probable confe- 
quence of reftoring her to a cotirfe of virtue, 
and placeing her in a proper fervice, or in fome 

other 

■ 

ticcs ; and at 14. or 15 the girls; whofe apprentice- 
ihip is often delayed by the greater difficulty that 
attends the procuring for their fex proper and unex- 
cepfionable fervices in London.—- It may be averred, 
and i fpealc from the moft pleafmg experience, that 
a happier, more healthy, or more innocent colle&ion 
of beings docs not exift in the world, than is to be 
found within the walls of the Foundling Hofpiul. 

* It is generally required to be afcertained, that 
proper endeavours have been taken to fubjeel the 
father to the expence of providing for the child. 
This however is fometimes liable to evafion and 
mifrcprcfentation, notwithftanding the utmoft care. 
This would in a great meafure be prevented, if in fome 
of thefe cafes of defertion, a regular order of baf- 
tardy could be previoufly made ; and in the event of 
the father s return and of his being of fufRcient ability, 
the Hofpital was empowered to recover a limited fum 
from the father, towards the maintenance of the 
child. 
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other way of obtaining an honeft livelihood. 
By thefe precautions an evil confequence is pre- 
vented, which, it muft be allowed, during the 
continuance of parliamentary grants (a period 
in which the plan of the Chanty was entirely 
changed) did attend the indifcriminate admif- 
fion of children into the Hofpital the in- 
creafe of proftitution, by the extreme facility 
of providing for the produce of it. But at 
the fame time when we confider, how many 
defertcd infants were received into the Found- 
ling at this period, it is impofllbie not to de- 
duce this truth, that numbers of infants have 
perifned in this country, both before and fince 
that period, for want of the public care. And 
it is more than a mere probability, that, of 
the 4400 * children which (of thofe admitted 
at this time) were afterwards apprenticed and 
placed out in the world, the greater number 
muft have' been loft in their infancy, but for 
their reception into this Hofpital. 

The 

* Of thefe the greater part were apprenticed to 
husbandry, or in other country fuuations.— It were 
to be wifhed, that more of the girls could be placed 
in proper fervices in the country; efpecially if thofe 
fervices could be obtained on the recommendation of 
the infpeclrefles. 
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The inconveniencies, which attended the 
unmanageable magnitude of the eftabli foment, 
drew the attention of Parliament in April 1759 ; 
when the Houfe of Commons exprefied itfelf 
ftrongly againft the practice of convening chil- 
dren from diftant fuuations to the Foundling 
Hofpital. In the next feffion an enquiry was 
inftituted, and, on the 8th of February 1760, 
the Houfe of Commons refolved, that the ge- 
neral admifOon of all children, indifcriminately> 
under a certain age, into the Hofpital, to be 
maintained there at the public expence, had 
been attended with many evil confequences, 
and that it be difcontinued. The Houfe at the 
fame time, ordered an eftimate of the expence 
of mainraining thofe already in the Hofpital, up 
to the 3 . it of December 1 ; 60. 

The Governors of the Hofpital, on the next 
day, came to a refolution to continue to ex- 
ecute the purpofes for which they were in* 
corporated, fo far as they were, or fhould 
be enabled by law fo to do, not doubting but 
Parliament would enable them to fupport all 
fuch children as they had received, or fhould 

■ 

receive, in obedience to the refolutions of Par- 
liament. 

In 
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In this confidence they were not deceived, 
the fums which Parliament granted to them, 
during the next ten years, were very confider* 
able ; though poflibly not adequate to the ex- 
pence, to which the new fyftem had fubje&ed 
them. There were, at this time, above 6000 
children on the * eftabliftiment 5 almoft all of 

G them 

* The following is a lift of the number of children 
on the eftabliftiment, excluftve of parifh children, at the 
€nd of every year, from the year 1752 j before which 
time the accounts of them were not regularly kept.— • 
On account of the circamftance of a greater number 
of children having been maintained from 1780 to 1790* 
than the funds were adequate to, the number has been 
ftnee neceflarily diminifhed. The improvement how- 
ever of the revenue of the Charity, by building leafes, 
Will enable the Corporation to encreafe the number 
again very confidcrabiy. 

I 7S 2 — — SS9 1763 5171 

3 - 587 - 4 — 5°3' 

4- 600 5 4619 

5 tit C- 4305 

6 1764 7 3794 

7 3947 8 2538 

8 4568 9 7 " 4* 

9 6002 1 770^— 595 

1760 6068 1 498 

1— 5615 2 429 

t 5360 3 ■ ■ 410 

1774 



Digitized 



34 Account of the Foundling Hofpital. 

them under five years of age. Six years patfed 
before the number was reduced fo low as 4300; 
and it was not till after the year 1769 that, 
by apprenticing all who could be placed out, 
they were reduced below 1000.— The average 
number of children, during the period of thofe 
ten years, was rather above 43005 the current 
experice of which, could not, upon the whole, 
be lefs than 35,0001, a year. 

■ 

The Corporation not only did not abandon, 
the infants it had received, but in the enfuing 
fpring, and in feveral fucceeding years, opened 
its gates to the orphans of * foldiers who had 

fallen 



1774 385 1785 616 

5 377 6 603 

6 425 7— 549 

448 8i 509 



482 9 450 

9 497 J79° 407 

j 7 8o 532 1. 364 

1 577 2 344 

2 623 3 332 

3 609 4 318 

4 610 

♦ The greater part of thofe, admitted at this time, 
had been made orphans by the battle of Minden. It 

is 
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Fallen in the German war. The aees of thofe 
admitted were from four to twelve years. At 
the fame time the Court came to a refolution 
that if, at any future time, an application fhould 
be made for the reception of any other children, 
in the fame or other fimilar cireumftances of . 
diftrefs, the general Committee fhould be em- 
powered to receive fo many of fuch children as 
they fhould think proper, their ages not exceed- 
ing five years j a limitation which, upon a fur- 
ther reception of orphans of foldiers in July 
1761, was done away, and the Committee em- 
powered to receive fuch orphan or otherwife 
deferted children, whether of foldiers or failors, 
although the age fhould exceed five years, the 
number and particular cireumftances of fuch 

• • * 

is hardly poflible for the mind not to recur to the feel- 
ing and beautiful lines of Langhorne. 

" Cold on Canadian hills, or Mindtn's plain, 
«' Perhaps that parent mourn'd her foldier flajn ; 
" Bent o'er her babe, her eye diffolv'd in dew, 
" The big drops mingling with the milk he drew, 
u Gave the fad prefage of his future years, 
" The child of mifery, baptiz'd in tears." 

1 

■ 

C 2 children 
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children being fpecially reported to the next 
general Court *. 

• 

Of fo large a number of children, as had 
been admitted, it could not be hoped that all 
would be capable of being placed out, as ap- 
prentices, in the world. Some unfortunate in- 
ltances of imbecility of body, or mind, were to 
be expected. — They ftill remain in the Hofpital, 
as comfortable and ufeful as their capacities will 
allow.— Befides this, the magnitude of the fcale 
and fyftem of the eftablifliment, during the pe- 
rjod of the parliamentary grants, notwithftand- 
ing all the economy fincc adopted, has entailed 
a confxderable expence on the Charity: and, 
what has been much felt, the fource of private 
donations has been conliderably diminifhed from 
the time, and in confequencc, of pailiamentary 
interference. — We muft not therefore wonder 
that, for a feries of years, it fliould have fuf- 
fered a diminution of income and property; 
and fhould have been generally, though un- 
fairly, afperfed for that wafte of capital, which, 

* See the Minutes of the General Court, 14th May, 
1760, 1 ft July, 1 76 1, 30th Dec. 1761, and 30th March, 

17*3. . 

without 
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* • * 

•without driving from its walls a number of 
helplefs objedts, could not have been prevent- 
ed. — The aflertion of general abufes, in the ma- 
nagement of a public trull, is made with eafe ; 
but not repelled without trouble and detail, 
even if the public attention can be drawn to it; 
and I am forry to add, is very willingly advanc- 
ed, or credited, by many, who too eafily ad- 
mit private motives to influence the conduct of 
public concerns. 

* . .... 1 , . . „ . ..■ . 

The Governors, without giving up the origi- 
nal objeft of their inftitution, adopted and pur- 
fued a fteady and regular plan of * economy j 
and, as foon as it was pra&icable, apprenticed 
out the children, and difcontinued and difpofed 

* It was probably one of the confequences of this 
fyftem of economy, that a cuftom has ceafed, (which 
had prevailed and had been authorized by one of the 
regulations of the Hofpital) of making a prefent to the 
children of the Hofpital, at the expiration of their ap- 
prentice&ip, in cafe of teftimonials of good behaviour. 
This practice might be renewed with very good ef- 
fect on the morals and conduit of the children •> and 
the public appearance in the chapel, of thofe who had 
<]iftinguifhed thcmfelves by their good behaviour, might 
operate as an incentive and example to the other chil- 
dren. 

C 3 ,of 



Digitized by Google 



• * t ft • 

j 8 Account of the Foundling Uofpitat. 

of the country hofpitals ; reducing their efta- 
blifliment, as far as could be done, to what 
their permanent and contingent income was 
adequate to. Indeed it is impoffible to refer 
to the minutes of the general Courts, or of 
their Committees, during this or any period of 
the hiftory of the Corporation, without feeling 
how providentially the fucceflion of benevolent 
care and attention, has been, in every part of 
that hiftory, directed to the eflcntial obje&s of 
the Charity. 

. ♦ . . • ...... 

fn addition to a general plan of retrenchment 
and economy, the attention of the Governors 
was, at this time, firft directed to the improve- 
ment of revenue, which the Corporation might 
derive from granting building leafes, of fuch part 
of the eftate purchafed of Lord Salifbury, as was 
not wanted for the immediate accommodation of 
the Hofpital ; and, in June 1764, the land in 
the fouth front of the Hofpital was advertifed 
to be let on a building leafe. For want, how- 
ever, of proper arrangements, the meafure was 
then unfuccefsful : and nothing further appears 
to have been done until May 1 775 ; when a re- 
folution was paffed, that the General Com- 
mittee ihould be empowered to receive pro- 

pofals, 
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pofals, treat, and agree, for letting on one or 
more building leafcs, for any term not exceed- 
ing flinety-nine years, the land on the fouth 
fide of the private road leading into Gray's Inn 

• ••*•<•♦« «... • 

• • .... , 

. , Tbis rcfolution,, however, was foon after re- 
scinded ; and the further confideration of the 
fcherac pf building , was poftponed . tijl the 
kafes of the, Rugby charity were expired, orjaear 
expiring j. ok t&e treaty 4 of exchanging ground 
*vteh: thajE T>fluft>;$oui4. be ftst|k^. Qn this ac- 
SQHnt the improvement pf ; th^ i^fpital eftatp 
was deferred for fome years ; at leaft no gene- 
ral fyftem was adopted : the few leafes granted 
before 1780 ( the whole rents referved orf which 
.amounted P.ply„to Si/.jj.) being rather to be 
confiderfid as ma t tt r s of per fonal accommoda- 
tion to individuals, than as part of a general 
: plart of { increafing the funds -of the Charity.— 
When, however, the period of maturity for the 
agreement with the Rugby. tcuft arrived, it ap- 
peared that no arrangement could be made with 
that m/*/ property : and, in May 1780, the con - 
fideratipn of any exchange of land with that 
Charity, was, after a reference to a Special Com- 
mittee, indefinitely poftponed, 

C4 The 
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The increafe of the income, arifing from the 
Chapel, was an object of the next importance in 
point of revenue j and in this the Charity was 
more early in its fuccefs. The General Com- 
mittee, in order to enfure a maintenance to a 
blind boy of the hofpital, had in 17^8 been in- 
duced to give directions for his being regu- 
larly inftruded in mufic, at the expence of the 
Charity : a fimilar order was made in 1768, and 
again in 177 1 ; and the feeds of benevolence in 
thefe, as in mod inftances, have been returned 
\vith tenfold produce : into the bofom of the 
Cliarity ; for the three perfons To * inftru&ed 

have 



. ... + • ■ 



1 1 % 



f The orders for the inftru&ion of thofe three perfons 
are X^bjoiopd, with a view of reminding the conductors 
of the Charity^ how honourably this example of be- 
nevolence tias been repaid by the gratitude and fervices 
c f the obje&s of that benevolence ; and how proper it 
will be that the,fe ( prders fhould be occafiortally adppted 
as precedents. 

" General Committee, 28th March, 1758. 

* Refolved, That Tom Grenville, a boy of this 
I" Hofpital who is blind, be^ taught mufic by the 

affiant to %Vt prganiit of the chapel of this Hof- 
" pital, at the price of two guineas per quarter, for 
« l inftru&ing him four times a week for the firft 
«« quarter, and three times a week for the two next 

quarters. 

« 13th 
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jiavc lived to contribute very abundantly, and 
with credit and advantage to themfelves, to the 
funds on which their comfort and independence, 
and mod probably their exiflence, have depended. 

The 

« . • 

w 1 13th May, 176c. 
«♦ Mr. White acquaints the Committee, that the 
* 4 perfon who was appointed ta teach the blind boy, 
M uled him with great ieverity, and neglected inflrud- 
*' ing him j and propofed Mr. Cook fhould be ap- 
pointed to teach him in his place. 

« Refolved, . 
« That the Treafurer be defired to agree with the 
faid Mr. Cook on the beft terms he can, 

** > 18th Nov. 1767. - . . 
«* Read a Letter from Mr. Mynd to Lady Sophia 
«< Egerton, together with a copy of an agreement of 
M the parifhioners of Rofs in Herefordftiire, purport- 
•« ing that the faid parifliioners had agreed to employ 
" Tom Grenyille, who has been employed as an af- 
" fiftant prganift in the chapel of this Hofpital, al- 
5« lowing him 25I. a year for hit fervice as organift 
m of the faid parifli of Rofs. 

w Refolved, 

u That the thanks of this Committee he given 
f« to Lady Sophia Egerton, for her protection and 
« c the fervice done to the faid Tom Grenville, and 
•« that he fhall be difpatched in a fortnight or three 
ff weeks. 

" I oth 
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The- attention of the Governors to the ma- 
nagement of the chapel, and to the inftruction 
of the children in farred mufic, has, from that 
limp, been attended with great emolument to 
the Charity. From the annual fum of 37/. 14J. id. 
the whole receipt from the chapel in 1766, it 
had in 1776 increafed to 340/, $d. *in 1786 
to 4s, id. and in the laft year (1795) to 
1594/. ij. $d> to which, by the united labpur 
and attention of fome of the Governors, a cbn- 
fiderable addition is expected ftill t;o be made^ 

The General Committee had, in 1 77 1, made 
*n arrangement for the reduction of the fervants 
of the Hofpita?; and, in February I773> the 
General Court appointed a Special Committee, 
to confldcr -as to any practicable diminution of 

" « 10th Feb. i ; r; -'■ 

- « Rc^v.d/ ' 5 '" _ " ' 

u That Mr. Coolc, the organic, be employed to 
«? trach the blind boy, John Printer, mufic, at the 
tc ftlary of 12I. 12s. per annum, to commence from 
** Chnftmas laft. 

# 

" 1 6th of O&cber .1771, 
" Ordered, 

" That Nr. Philpot, the organift, do 4each' the 
44 blind girl, Blanch Thetford, mufic" 

the 
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the cxpences of" the Hofpitial. ThciCommittee* 
reported that any further reduction in the num- 
ber of officers «Ptfe& tiofpital (who Were then 
fix in number, the Secretary, Steward, Apothe- 
cary, Matron, Clerk, and School maftcr) could 
not be made, unlefs by a confolidation of the 
firn&ions of any two officers $ a meafure which 
the General CoWPt did not then • approve^ but 
the trial of whic&'was afterwards made in 178c, 
by uniting the appointment of Cheric and Stew- 
ard in the peufarc j)£ Mr. Big^-vThe confoli- 
dation was then of very fhort continuance. Since 
that time, however, the unioh of ihe two offices 
of Secretary and Steward has ten made, arid 
continues without- any itftorivfcnicnce, in tfie 
perfon of Mr; Merry weather* • The number of 
fervants in the Hofpital had been reduced from 
fifty to thirty-twt) ; in which number were in- 
cluded (that which is common to all public 
eftabli foments) fome aged perfons, who having 
fpent their beft days in the laborious work of 
the houfe, remained there as an afylumj and 
(what is peculiar to the FoundKng) feveral of 
thofe unfortunate perfons, who had been taken 

• See this report, and the rdblutions on it in 
the Supplement, No. 4. 

in 



Digitized by Google 



s 

44 Account of the Foundling HofpitaL 

in during the period of general reception, and 
who, by reafon of mental or bodily defects, were 
incapable of being placed out in the world; 
and could therefore render but a very imper- 
fect fervice in the HofpitaL This part of the 
eftablifhment, and the expence of the kitchen 
garden, it was apprehended, could not be lef- 
fened. To diminifh the charge of repairs, it 
was thought proper to employ a- regular Sur- 
veyor; and the medicinal fervice of the Hof- 

pital was referred to future xonfideration, 

• «-\ • - • 

!♦*•« t » * •»■*•••» ■• . | r »»* «■ 

t • • t it ,t> i « . 

The object of thefe Iheets is to prefent a de- 
tail, pofTcfllng probably nc*; other interett than 
what it derives from the fubject, of the mea- 
fures which have, at different periods, either 
been adopted or rejected by the founders and 
friends of the. Charity,; and tf> remind the Go- 
vernors of the neceflity of frequently recurring 
to firft principles, and of correcting, with tem- 
per and attention, the defects and abufes which 
will attend the progrefs of every human efta- 
blifhment. A work of this kind, if prepared 
with any degree of induftry, mud have the 
merit of collecting together, for the convenience 
of the prefent and future Guardians of the Hof- 
pital, a confiderable part of the experience and 

information 

• i 

4 

I 
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information of their predeceflbrs. In this view 
many things, in themfelves triHing, acquire an 
intereft from fituation and confequences.-— Mufic 
had been a fource of very confiderable benefit to 
the Charity ; and, by the benevolence of Mr. 
Handel, very large fums had been added to the 
funds of the Corporation. In July i?74> Do&or 
Burney and Mr. Giardini prefented to the Gene- 
ral Court a plan for eftablilhing a public mufic- 
fchool at the Hofpiial ; a plan which promifed 
confiderable, though no immediate, advantage to 
the Charity. The propofal was accepted j a fub- 
fcription roll opened for donations,' and a Special 
Committee appointed to arrange and execute 
the meafure. An adjourned Court, however* 
was held that day fortnight, and the claufc in 
the Act of Parliament read, authorizing the 
Corporation to detain and employ the children 
in any fort of labour or manufaclwre; and it 
appearing to the General Court, that mufic 
was not either a labour or a manufacture, the 
plan was * rejected, as not warranted by the 
Act of Parliament. 

The 

* This may be a proper fubject for reconfidera- 
tion. The fchemc, as then offered, feeir»9 to have been 
chiefly exceptionable, becaufe the projectors extend- 
/ ed 
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The infirmary of the Hofpital had, by a re- 
solution of June 1755, been dire&ed to be 
placed in the weftern wing, at the fouth end 
of the upper floor. By fubfequent fefolutions 
different Situations were appointed for it; and 
as is ufual where there are various meafures 
and various dire&ions, without any fixed or 
particular attention to the fubjecT, it had at 
length funk into a low damp confined build- 
ing, near the Hofpital gate j deftitute of con- 
venience; incapable of Separate accommoda- 
tion for the fcxes ; and bidding defiance to me- 
dical fkill, to reftore the inhabitants to the free 
air and healthy apartments of the HofpitaL— * 
Hopelefs labour is generally void of exertion. 
In the prefent inftance, the unfavourable fitua- 

ed it too far. How far, cannot now be precifely 
ftated, as the plan was returned to the projectors, 
and no copy kept. — A mufical fchool within the Hof- 
pital, for the children incapable of any other means 
of livelihood, might, under proper limitations, prove 
a benefit to the funds of the Hofpital, and a fource 
of ineftimable Charity ; by giving comfort and inde- 
pendence to any of the Hofpital children, whofe fight 
may fail, and in fome cafes to children deprived of 
fight, the pecularity of whofe diftrefs (like that of 
the blind orphan very lately admitted) may intitle 
them to the protc&ion of the Charity. 

lion 
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tion of the infirmary Bern's to have produced an 
extraordinary efTt& of inattention and want of 
cleanl.nefs in thofe who had the care cf it : and 
this, and the other evils attending the fcite of 
the infirmary, being encreafed by two epidemi- 
cal diforders in December 1789, the quarterly 
Court referred the whole to the inveftigation of 
- the General Committee ; the refult of which 
was a fyftematic regulation as to the cleanlinefs, 
management, and diet of the children ; which 
has been fince very well obferved : — the efta* 
blifliment of a regular vifitation of the Hof- 
pital ; and the reftoration of the infirmary to 
its originally intended fcite; a change which has 
operated as a charm on the fick lid of the Hof- 
pita!, and reduced it to half of its former ave- 
nge* 

* 

■ 

The great object of enquiring into the income 
and expenditure of the Hofpital, from the timeof 
the laft parliamentary grant, was at the fame time 
referred to a Special Committee of five Govern- 
ors; who in June 1790, prefented their * report 
on the fubject to the general Court ; and orders 

# See No. 6 in the Supplement, 

were 
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were made, in confequence, to bring the expen- 
diture within the ufual income.— 

, To the plan of re-eftablilhing the finances^ 
and perpetuating the funds of the Charity, by 
granting building leafes, objections had always 
been made, which, for a feries of years, had 
prevented the improvement of the Hofpital 
eflate.— The original price of that eftate, con- 
taining fifty-fix acres of land, purchafed of the 
Earl of Salifbury in 1740, after allowing for 
his benevolence of £. 500, amounted to 
£.6500. Of that land, nearly ten acres had 
been occupied by the fcite and conveniences 
of the Hofpital ; the addition of as much more, 
in the areas of the fquafes and ipaces imme- 
diately furrounding the Hofpital, is the leaft 
quantity that has ever been propofed to be left 
uncovered by buildings : fo that the Hofpital, 
in any event, was to ftand in the centre of 
twenty actes of ground. From the remaining 
thirty-fix acres, the aeal and fanguine hopes 
of fome of the Governors had induced them 
to expect to fecure to the Charity an annual 
income, not much inferior to the original price 
of the fee fimple of the whole eftate. Reafonsi 
however, had always occurred, to prevent the; 

Charity 



V 
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Charity receiving the benefit of this addicion 
to its funds $ reafons* which though they would 
hot have influenced for a moment in the con- 
cerns of an individual, were neverthelefs faid to 
be intitled to weight with the guardians of a 
•public truft, and which, for a fuccefiiori of 
years, continued to have the effecT: of defer- 
ring the improvement of the Corporation eftate. 
However, in May 1785, the Governors being 
alarmed by the circumftance of the expences of 
the Hofpital having for fome time exceeded the 
income* a Committee of enquiry was appoint- 
ed ; and, in March 1786* after a paufe of above 
ten years, the confideration of the improvement 
of their eftate was refumed ; and a fpecial Com- 
mittee directed to make a furvey of the ground 
belonging to the Corporation, and to recom- 
mend fome plan of building thereon to the ge- 
neral Court. In March 1787, the general 
Cornmittee was empowered to receive propofals, 
for taking any part of the Hofpital land on 
building leafes: a power that was recalled by 
.the next Coutt } which refolved, that " to erect 
" any building .on the lands belonging to the 
" Hofpital on which no buildings were then 
€t erected, by which a free and open circdlation . 

D ' €< of 



Digitized by 



50 Account of the Foundling Hofpital. 

<< of air was then enjoyed by the children of the 
u Hofpital, would be detrimental to their health, 
" and contrary to the original inftitution of the 
" Charity," 

« • , 

The authors of this refolution feem to have 
presumed, that an original intention of ufing, or 
not ufing, brick and morta^ had made part of 
the fundamental conftitution of the Charity j 
and, in the centre of a dry and elevated fituation 
of twenty acres of ground, trembled for the 
noxious influence of confined air on the health 
of the children. The refolution, however, met 
the fate it deferved. It was refcinded at the 
next meeting; and, in December 1787, it was 
refolved that fuch part of the eftatc, as laid 
fouth of, and adjoining to, the road leading 
from the gates of the Hofpital to Gray's-Inn- 
Lane, fhould be let on building leafes : and the 
general Committee was defircd to advertife the 
fame ; and to lay all propofals, which they fhould 
receive relating thereto, before the next Court. 
—This was confirmed in March 1788 : and the 
ground of the Hofpital was then ordered to be 
advertifed generally, to be let on building 
leafes, and the molt fpeedy and effectual mea* 
fures to be taken, for letting the fame. 

In 
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In April 1789, with a view of proceeding to 
build on the weftern part of the eftate, a fpe- 
cial Committee was appointed to wait on the 
Duke of Bedford, and to requeft his afliftance, 
in promoting the intereft of the Charity in their 
building plan, by permitting openings into his 
private road. To this no favourable anfwer be- 
ing obtained, the general Committee was in 
December 1789 defired to proceed, with all 
pofTible difpatch, in caufing the eaftern part of 
the Hofpital land to be flaked out; and was 
empowered to treat with any perfons who (hould 
be inclined to take any part of the ground on 
building lcafes. 

The experience of fifteen years had fhewn 
the impracticability of executing this plan of 
improving the funds of the Charity, whilft a 
meafure, complicated and difficult in itfelf, and 
requiring a fixed and continued attention, was 
to be carrried into effect by a numerous and 
fluctuating body. It was therefore found ne- 
ceflary to intruft the conduct of it to a felect 
Committee of five perfons j to whom, in June 
1790, it was referred, to take fuch fteps as 
fliould appear neccflary, for carrying into exe- 

D 2 cution 
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cution the refolutions of the Corporation, for 
letting the land adjoining to the Hofpital on 
building leafes ; and to report their proceedings 
tp the next Chriftmas Court. 

The building Committee, with the aid of 
Mr. Cockerell, prepared a general and very 
full * report on the fubje£t; and (in cafe of the 
fuccefs of the meafure) ftated the probable ac- 
ceflion of ground rents at the annual fum of 
at leaft 4000/. What has been fince let a- 
mounts to aoo8/. 14J. ^d. a year, making, 
with the %\l 3s. before let, the net rental of 
12089/. 17s. 4*/.-— If the other part of the knd 
can be as fuccefsfully difpofed of, the whole 
will produce a clear ground rent of above 4000/. 
a year. 

At a fpecial Court, held on the 26th of 
January 1791, apian, prepared by Mr. Merry- 
weather, the Secretary of the Hofpital, and 
pofTefling confiderable merit, was adopted for 
the propofed buildings; in which the open- 
ing of Queen-fquafe, though with fame dimi- 
nution in the amount of the exjtffted ground 

* Sec No. 7 in tte Supplement. 

rents* 
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rent*, prepofed za be continued of the 
fame width over the eftate ; a benefit which, 
after every effort of perfuafror*, the proprietors 
of that Spare * have deciitied to accept. 

• 

In June 1791 the building Committee made 
their firftr report of any land let by them. 
The progrefs frnce that time has been regular 
and continued. In December ^94, they had 
the fatisfoftfon of reporting to- the Court the 
fuccefs of their treaty with the Duke of Bed- 
ford, for four opening* rnt* his road at the 
north end . of Southampton-row, The confir- 
mation of this agreement was carried onry by 

* The refufar of the ground landlord of Quecnr- 
fquaTt, to confent to the union of that fquane with 
Its* Foiling eftate, wan reported to the general 
Court ia March 1 791. The defire, however, of con- 
tinuing the opening of Queen-fquare was not given 
up till December 1793; when an advantageous pro- 
pofal being matfe for the ground lying north of 
Queen-fquare, and a mewing of the inhabitants of trie 
fquare, in confequence of a meflage from the build- 
ing Committee, towing produced no alteration of opi- 
nion or inclination on ihe fotjtft, the ground was 
at length let to Mr. Burton, on a plan as favourable 
as well could be, to the adjoining fquare. 
- - 

a final 1 
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a fmall majority. Its effect was wholly to re* 
move the grand objection to building on the 
Hofpital eftatej— its poflefling no thorough- 
fare, nor any immediate communication with 
the weftern part of the town. 

» 

Of the ground rents of the land already let, 
amounting to 2089/. 17*. 4J. there is already 
(befides the rent now received for brick earth 
and gravel, which has been from 600/. to 800/. 
a year) the annual amount of 976/. 4s. \od. in 
a courfe of actual receipt; and the remaining 
1 1 13/, 12J. 6d. will commence, according to the 
ufual allowances on building ieafes, part of it 
(294/. i js. 6d.) before the end of the prefent 
year, and the reft in the courfe of the five 
next years. — To this increafe of rental it is no 
inconfiderable addition, that the obftacles, to the 
further progrefs of improvement, are now re- 
moved : and that the expences, attending the 
meafure, are nearly, if not entirely, defrayed by 
the rents and profits already received,— — 

The opening the gates of the Hofpital, to the 
orphan and neceflitous children of foldiers and 
failors, is a meafure not unprecedented in the 
hiftory of the Charity ; but though the general 

Court 
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Court exercifed a difcretion of admitting them 
even to the age of twelve years, yet, by a re- 
fblution of the iftof July 1761, the Committee 
was reftri&ed from receiving any fuch child 
above the age of five years ; except, as it was 
toon after modified, in particular cafes, which 
the Committee fliould think fit to make the 
fubject of a fpecial report. 

In January 1794, a Court was fummoned for 
the confideration of this fubjeft ; and it was re- 
folved, that " admitting into the Hofpital the" 
" expofed and neceflitous children of foldiers 
" and feamen, who are, have been, or (hall 
" be, employed in the fervice of their country, 
M during the prefent war, wjll be productive 
" of confiderable advantages to the public; 
" by holding out an encouragement to the 
<f brave and meritorious fubje6l% engaged in 
u the public Service, and fecuring an object of 
" great importance to the community at all 
" times, but particularly at prefent; viz. the 
M preferving the lives of, and training up in 
<c the habits of induftry, virtue, and religion, 
** infants in the inferior clafTes of focicty."— 
And the general Committee was authorized to 

admit 
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admit as rriany fuch children, not exceeding fivi* 
years of age, as u the funds of the Charity, 
** together with any additional aids that may 
" be furnHhed by the liberality of the public, 
" will enable them to maintain, confiftent with 
" a proper degree of attention to the other 
if deferving objects of the Charity." 

It were much to be wiftied, that this wife 
tnd benevolent refolution could be carried to 
a greater extent, and with more efTecl:, than it 
has yet been ; and that a part of the benefit 
of the increafing funds of the Hofpital (fo far 
as may be done without injuftice to other ob- 
jects) mould be permanently fixed, as the pe- 
culiar right of the children of the defenders 
©f their country: For, exclufive of national and 
general views, and whether the merit or the tie- 
cejfity of the cafe is to <be the fubjeft of con- 
futation, no child can have a fester title to 
admittance into a national eftablimment. — "It is 
the obfervation of a very eminent political writer, 
Dr. Adam Smith, when he is fpeaking of fol- 
dicrs marriages, that u To far from recruiting 
M their regiment, they have never been able to 
* {upply it with drums and fifes, from all the 

" foldiers 
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u foldiers children that were born in it. A 
u greater number of fine children, however, 
u is feldom Teen any where than about a bar- 
" rack of foldiers. Very few of them, it 
w feems, arrive at the age of thirteen or four- 
* teen." 

There is certainly no general fituation, in 
which human nature has, in the earlv period of 
life, a more fevere and unequal conteft for pre- 
fervation. — But there is another benefit of our 
Charity, to a participation of which the fituation 
of a foldier's child gives it the ftrongeft claim 5— 
the advantage of a virtuous and religious educa- 
tion. For, pafs the age of infancy — fuppofc a 
conteft for exiftence, at firft apparently hopelefs, 
to be finally determined in favour of the child: 

this nurfling of the camp can have little or 
no advantage of example or inftru&ion ; but is 
unfortunately contaminated by the vices of a* 
lbldier, before he is capable of his virtues. 
Whether therefore the merit and fituation of the 
parent, or the hopes and welfare of the child, 
are to be confidercd, it appears to me that in** 
fants of foldiers, whofe parents are in the ac- 
tual fervice of their country, have, of all. claims, 
one of the ftrongeft, to admittance into the- 

£ Foundling 
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Foundling Hofpital j— the parent retaining, a* 
in other cafes, the power of reclaiming the child^ 
whenever, on account of the termination of the 
war, of fuccefs or advancement in life, or any 
other circumrtance, he (hall be defirous and 
capable of maintaining it, 

■ 

! 

What has been faid is applied merely to in- 
fants, whofe parents are living in the fervice of 
their country. But far the child, whofe father 
— or perhaps both his parents have ferijhed in 
the field i — his fettlement and connections dif- 
tant or unknown ; — where can the poor or- 
phan look for prefcrvation and inflection, 
but to Jome national eftablifliment, like the 
Foundling Hofpital ? If this is not an expos- 
id a\d piserted child, intitled by its own 
diftrefs, and its father's Jervices, to the peculiar 
protection of its country, it /hould feem that 

no fuch cafe can exiit. 

■ ■ .■ . 

* 

I am aware, that it may be objected, that 
fome of thefc children may not come precifely 
within the fcope of the inftitution 5 and that the 
funds of the charity ar$ not adequate to all the 
objects of this clafs, that might offer in addi- 
tion to thsfe, which are the fubjects of ordinary 

relief; 
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relief. Thefe, however, are only objections to 
its being extended to a degree commenfurate 
with our wifhes; and the reply is, that, if the 
whole cannot be done, let it be done in part ; 
and let a portion of that income, which wc 
have been labouring to increafe, be appro- 
priated to fo excellent a purpofe. If, in aid 
of our prefent endeavours, the public or indi- 
vidual benevolence comes forward, and the di- 
rectors of any other fund, formed for fimilar 
purpefes, (hall think proper to lend their af- 
fi fiance, the fyftem may very foon be extend- 
ed, as far as will be neceffary. 



The object of the foregoing detail will be an- 
fwcred, if it contribute in any degree to the bet- 
ter management of the Charity to the fyfte- 
matic improvement of its funds,— and to a wife 
and practicable economy in the application of 
them; fo as to make them a benefit both to the 
nation, and to the individuals of which it is 
compofed.— In this labour let the ftrenuous ex- 
ertions of every one be united; and the blefTing 
of him, that was ready to perilh, (hall come 
upon them. 

Foundlings 26 March 1796. 
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